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About Mid Sussex Sustainability Partnership  
MSSP 
 
 

v  The Mid Sussex Sustainability Partnership links the passion and knowledge 
available in the local community to the strategy and environmental targets of the 
Mid Sussex Partnership 

v   Established in November 2009 by the Mid Sussex Partnership Board, the MSSP 
was given the remit to encourage local people to create local solutions and work 
towards resilience to climate change.  It fosters action which protects and enhances 
the natural environment 

v  The group is made up of volunteers and supported and facilitated by Mid 
Sussex District Council’s Sustainability Officer 

v  Our Chairman, David Smith represents the MSSP on the Mid Sussex Partnership 
Board, providing updates on the group’s activities 

 



Mid Sussex Sustainability Partnership 
Sharing ideas, taking action 

Local Food Project 
Biodiversity 

Provisioning Services   Regulating Services   Cultural Services   Supporting Services 

The Natural Environment White Paper sets out commitments to enhance the natural 
environment. One of the major challenges identified is how food production can be 
increased in the UK while improving the environment.   
 

As part of our contribution to the wider food debate, the Mid Sussex Sustainability 
Partnership  is undertaking a local food web mapping pilot study of Cuckfield, 
Haywards Heath, and Lindfield with the aim of carrying out further studies in other 
locations in Mid Sussex.  Through the local food pilot study we will increase our  
knowledge and understanding of the local food network in the district and provide 
evidence to support local food policy and strategy development. 

We are using the toolkit created by Food Matters, Brighton for the Campaign to 
Protect Rural England, CPRE, to enable communities to undertake their own local 
food web mapping studies.  By using the same methodology as used by CPRE, we 
can compare our data with the CPRE's national findings.  Once this stage of the pilot 
is complete, further studies will be undertaken, such as investigating the health 
implications of local food. 
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	   BIODIVERSITY  
       - refers to the variety of life on earth 
  There are different levels of biodiversity, which are: 

v   Species diversity 

v   Genetic diversity within species  
        – recognises value of conserving  genetically  distinct 

subpopulations and subspecies 

v   Evolutionary diversity 
       – species without close relatives are afforded special 

protection, so overall evolutionary variety is maintained as large 
as possible 

v   Community diversity 
        – variety of community types present in a region such as early 

and late stages in a woodland succession 

Source: Convention on Biological Diversity 
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Definitions 

 Ecosystem  
 “A dynamic complex of plant, animal and micro-organism 
communities and their non-living environment interacting as 
a functioning unit.” 

  
Source: Convention on Biological Diversity 1992 
 
 

  

 Ecosystem Services 
The services and benefits derived from ecosystems. 

Ecosystem services have been categorised in various ways but the most 
referred to grouping was identified in the Millennium Ecosystem 
Assessment where services were grouped into four categories: 

 * Provisioning Services    * Regulating Services    
 * Cultural Services   *  Supporting Services 
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Ecosystem Services 

Source: Millennium Ecosystem Assessment 2005 
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PROVISIONING SERVICES 
 

Goods derived from ecosystems 
 

Food – Fresh water – Fuel –  
Fibre – Biochemicals - 

Medicines – Genetic Resources 
 

REGULATING SERVICES 
 

Benefits gained from regulating ecosystem 
processes 

 

Biodiversity Regulation – Herbivory –  
Climate Regulation – Disease Regulation – 

Pest Regulation – Invasion Resistance – 
Erosion Regulation – Seed Dispersal – 

Pollination – Natural Hazard Protection – 
Air Quality Regulation – Water Purification  

CULTURAL SERVICES 
 

Non-material benefits derived from 
ecosystems 

 

Spiritual & Religious Values -  
Education & Inspiration – Biomimicry - 

Knowledge System - 
Recreation & Aesthetic Values 

SUPPORTING SERVICES 
 

Ecosystem services that are necessary for 
the production of all other categories of 

ecosystem services 
 

Primary Production – Provision of Habitat – 
Water Cycling – Nutrient Cycling – 

 Soil formation – Production of Atmospheric 
Oxygen 

Categories of Ecosystem Services 

Source: Millennium Ecosystem Assessment 2005 
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BIODIVERSITY & ECOSYSTEM SERVICES 

SUPPORTING SERVICES 

BIODIVERSITY 
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Local food exercise 1 

What does local food mean to you? 
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Local food exercise 2 

How much of what you eat or drink is local produce? 
i.e. Grown, made, reared or caught within 30 miles of where you live 

None All 

100% 50% 0% 75% 25% 
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Local food exercise 2 

How much of what you eat or drink is local produce? 
i.e. Grown, made, reared or caught within 30 miles of your town or village? 

None All 

100% 50% 0% 75% 25% 

What would help you to eat or drink more local food? 
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Local food exercise 3 

How important is it for you to know where your food 
comes from? 

Not at all important Very important 

No opinion Important 
Not very 
important 

Very 
Important 

Not at all 
important 
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Local food exercise 3 

How important is it for you to know where your food 
comes from? 

Not at all important Very important 

No opinion Important 
Not very 
important 

What would make you more interested in where 
your food comes from? 

Very 
important 

Not at all 
important 
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Local food exercise 4 

How easy is it for you to buy locally produced food? 

Not at all easy Very easy 

Easy No opinion 
Not very 

easy 
Very 
easy 

Not at 
all easy 
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Local food exercise 4 

How easy is it for you to buy locally produced food? 

What would make it easier to buy locally produced 
food? 

Not at all easy Very easy 

Easy No opinion 
Not very 

easy 
Very 
easy 

Not at 
all easy 
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CPRE’s Local Food Web Mapping Project 
Aims of the project: 
v  To understand each of the local food networks in the locations surveyed; 
v  To increase local knowledge about local food; 
v  To build support for local food production and distribution; 
v  To strengthen the local food webs across England. 

The project involved: 
v  Surveying local food webs in 19 locations – 2 survey areas 
           - 30 mile radius of location for producers & suppliers 
           -  2.5 mile radius of the location for retailers & customers 
v  Investigating the impact of local food webs on: 

- the local economy; 
- the local community; 
- the local environment. 

v  Analysing national and local policies and strategies to see  
        how they impacted the local food networks and propose  
        new policies, strategies and actions that might help     
        support and strengthen local food webs 
v  Producing a national report, location reports and a toolkit; 
v  Holding events to disseminate the findings of the project. 

Local Economy 

Local 
Environment Local 

Community 
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What is local food? 
 
‘Local food is raw food, or lightly processed food and its main 
ingredients, grown or produced within 30 miles of where it was bought.’ 
 

 
What is a local food web? 
 
‘A local food web is the network of links between people who buy, sell, 
produce and supply food in an area. 
The people, businesses, towns, villages and countryside in the web 
depend on each other, and this interdependence benefits livelihoods, 
quality of life and the quality of places.” 
 
Reference - Campaign to Protect Rural England local food web mapping project definition 
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What is local food? 
 

The traditional view........ 

© Barbara Woods 2012 
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But it could be this........ 

© Barbara Woods 2012 
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Local	  Food	  Web	  Mapping	  
(Food	  Ma(ers	  /	  CPRE	  

Methodology)	  

Producers	  –	  Farm	  
Shops	  	  Case	  Studies	  

Environment	  
Plus	  Research	  

Local	  Food	  
&	  Health	  

Local	  Food	  Web	  Map	  and	  Knowledge	  

Other	  
studies	  
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Local Food Web Map  
and Knowledge 

Local Plan / 
Neighbourhood 

Planning 

Community 
Food 

Local Food 
procurement 

Policy / 
Strategy 

Development 

Healthy 
Eating 

Ecosystem 
Services 
Mapping 

Local Food 
Partnership 

Food 
Sovereignty 

Local Food 
Economy 

Development 

Food 
Security 

Biodiversity & Ecosystem 
Conservation & Enhancement 
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Next steps......... 
 
The Mid Sussex Sustainability Partnership is looking for Local Food Volunteers 
to assist with the Local Food Pilot Study covering Cuckfield, Haywards 
Heath and Lindfield, as well as for producers,  retailers, caterers and 
suppliers of local food who would be willing to participate in the local food 
surveys. 
       
If you are interested or wish to find out more about the Local Food Project 
or about the Mid Sussex Sustainability Partnership, (MSSP), then visit: 
      

Mid Sussex Sustainability Partnership website   
http://midsussexsustainability.org/    
   
Mid Sussex Sustainability Partnership  Facebook page 
http://en-gb.facebook.com/pages/Mid-Sussex-Sustainability-Partnership/163858923672137 


